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An Overview
What is a House Concert?

A House Concert is private, invitation only, musical event which takes place in your home (but
can be held elsewhere). 
You, the host, coordinate with LukasRose or another band to come to your home and play a 
private concert for you and your friends.
A House Concert is also an opportunity to experience original and cover music in an 
atmosphere other then a bar or crowded arena.

The Typical House Concert 

Most of our house concerts usually:
• are held indoors and on weekends (Saturday evenings are optimal)
• take place in the evening between 7pm and 9 pm.
• are attended by 20-50 people (Larger audiences may attend in community centers or 

clubhouse venues)
• are paid for by a $10-20 donation per guest (to the performer)
• include light snacks, beverages contributed by the host and/or guests
• are attended by the host’s friends, neighbors, co-workers, and perhaps a few fans of 

the artists
• are attended by adults (while our music is not risque in any way, it does have adult 

themes)
• are performed with a small sound system (provided by LukasRose)
• are very intimate — the audience is close and attentive
• are performed in two sets with an intermission
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The Details
You can certainly talk to any band that you know about playing a House Concert but for the 
purposes of this guide I am using LukasRose as an example.

The Music

LukasRose performs as a duo playing both acoustic and electric material at a comfortable 
volume using our state-of-the-art Bose sound system.  Whether it's the music of Tom Petty, 
the Roots Rock & Roll of Buddy Holly, the Rockabilly of Carl Perkins or Ry Cooder, Singer-
Songwriter style of John Hiatt or the Folk music of Woody Guthrie or Gillian Welch, 
LukasRose delivers a strong performance inside the powerful and eclectic music genre called 
Americana. (and if you like Brooks & Dunn, Toby Keith or Collin Raye, we have that too.) We 
strive to make our original material thought provoking and entertaining. We are fans of - and 
enjoy performing music - that tells a story.

How much room will I need?

As the title says, a house concert is a concert that takes place in someone’s home, but there 
are other possible venues to consider. If you live in a condo or belong to a golfing or boating 
club, you may have access to a clubhouse or community center.
The “house” simply needs to be a place that you and your friends, relatives, neighbors and 
coworkers can sit and enjoy a concert.

If you are planning an outdoor event, you will need to have a backup space available indoors 
in case the weather doesn’t cooperate. Even in good weather, an outdoor performance space 
needs to be flat, covered from the sun, and have easy access to appropriate electrical outlets.

Inside a home, a living room or great room is often the best choice. A large playroom or 
basement game room are possibilities as well. The host may need to re-arrange some 
furniture and supply enough seating. You’ll most likely use every chair and stool in the house. 
If seating is an issue, ask your guests to each bring a stool or lawn chair.
Figure out how many guests you can comfortably fit in the proposed space. Clear the middle 
of the room (coffee table, etc.) and move the couches to the side or against a wall if possible. 
Then, start arranging some of your available chairs to get an idea of the number of people 
your space could hold. Once you’ve set up a few rows, it’s easy to imagine how the rest of it 
would fall into place. Remember to allow at least a 6 ft x 9 ft area for a band with two 
performers. (stage plot drawing on Page 5)

Don’t feel obligated to overdo it — just make the room comfortable and accessible. Face all 
seating toward the performers and remember to create a center aisle.

Page 2



Who should I invite?

Unless specifically meant for children, most house concert performances are geared toward 
an adult audience. While our lyrics are not obscene, some lyrics may have themes not 
appropriate for children. To minimize distractions for performers and guests alike, we suggest 
that very young children be cared for in another room but we leave that detail to your 
judgment.

In terms of the number of guests, we suggest you invite about twice as many guests as your 
room can fit. Ask all guests to RSVP so that you will have a good idea of the size of the 
audience. A more casual approach can be a disaster for planning when too few - or too many 
- attend. A good audience makes a great concert.  It is best to have a minimum of 20 to 30 
adult guests. This provides the band with enough people to optimize the concert experience 
for the audience and make the evening financially viable for the musicians through donations 
and merchandise sales.

What will it cost?

As the host, it is up to you to invite guests and collect donations. We suggest $10 to $15 per 
person, and we require that you guarantee us a $200 minimum.

House Concerts are one of the ways, we, as musicians, earn our living.  As professional 
performers, we want you to enjoy the music and the atmosphere that we provide at a 
reasonably low cost.  Most often, guest donations meet or exceed the minimum and for a 
night out the price of $10 or $15 is less then you would spend at the movies or at a local club.
 

A Word about Donations

We understand that you might feel uncomfortable asking your guests for money, especially if 
this is your first time hosting a House Concert. That is why we have you include that 
information right up front in the invitation.
We will supply a jar and a sign for collecting donations.
The sign will read: 

SUGGESTED DONATION $10-15 per person
(more if you can, less if you can’t)

THANK YOU!

When you introduce the band at the beginning of the concert, it would be appropriate to 
remind guests that donations are how we support our art. If you’d prefer, we can include that 
in our own comments when we offer our CD’s and other merchandise for sale between the 
two sets.

It has been our experience that an enthusiastic host can really make a difference in the 
donation amounts! 
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Sample Concert Schedule

Prior to 5:30 pm: Hosts prepare the concert room

5:30 pm: We will arrive to set up our equipment and do a sound check.

6:30 pm: Guests begin to arrive. (Snacks and beverages provided by host and/or guests may
be available)

7:00 pm: Host invites guests to find their seats, and briefly introduces the performers (we are 
happy to guide you on what to say) The band performs their first set.

7:30 pm: We will take a short intermission to mingle with the guests and promote our CD’s 
and other merchandise.

7:55 pm: Host invites guests to return to their seats

8:00 pm: Musicians perform their second set

8:30 pm: After our last number, the host returns to the stage area to thank everyone for their
attendance and donations, as we will as well. 

Sample Invitation

Once we have settled on a date and time, the initial invitation to your guests should go out 
about 4 weeks ahead of the planned date. You can use an internet invitation service such as 
E-vite or PunchBowl, email, and/or social media. If you like, we will promote the house 
concert on our end through our website and social media and keep you informed as guests 
RSVP.

We will provide you with a sample invitation that you can use. Sample Invitation on Page 6
The language will include the information that this is a donation-based concert, and guests 
should be prepared to make a donation to the artists.  A donation amount or range can be 
suggested, or you can allow guests to contribute what they wish.
Ask all guests to RSVP so that you will have a good idea of the size of the audience. A more 
casual approach can be a disaster for planning when too few -or too many- attend. 
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      There are many ways to handle the layout.  Here is just one possibility.

Rose and I usually perform as a Duo.  If there are more players including bass and drums you
will need a little more for a trio and perhaps double the space to accommodate drums.

Interested in Hosting a House Concert with LukasRose?

Contact Tom Lukas 
Phone: 360 718 6224

Email: lukasmusic2@gmail.com
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Sample Invitation
For an email invitation, you can write and send out your own,

 or use one of the free online invitation sites such as 

Evite (www.evite.com) or Punchbowl (www.punchbowl.com). 
 

For suggestions on how to word your invitation, feel free to use/modify this template:

Hello All!

You are cordially invited to our upcoming House Concert 
featuring a private performance by the musical duo LukasRose.  

We know it will be a very enjoyable evening and we hope you can share it with 
us!

Date:  Saturday, (month and date) 6:30 pm to 9pm

                              Concert will begin promptly at 7 pm.

Place: Our house at (street address, city)

The Details: 
This is an adults- only event. 
There is no cover charge, but we will be accepting donations to support these talented
musicians. $10-$15 per person is suggested.  (more if you can, less if you can’t)

We will be providing light refreshments and beverages, but if you would like bring a 
dish to share, please let us know. 

(optional information, as necessary: Please bring a folding chair or stool
                                                                 Parking arrangements)

Seating is limited. Please RSVP by (date app. two weeks before event)
to (your name) at 
(telephone number) or (email) 
and let us know how many will be in your party. 

In the meantime, you can find out more about LukasRose and their music at 
www.lukasrose.com

See you soon! 

(hosts’ names)
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